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24 November 2019 
Resurrection Hope 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11, 20-22, 58 
First Mennonite Church-Eternity Sunday 

 
Earlier in the 
worship 
service we 
sang the song, 
Precious Lord 
take my hand.  
It’s a song we 
know and 
have sung 
many times 
over the 
years.  It’s a 
wonderful 
song that 
deals not only 

with grief, but also with hope and courage.  The song 
was written in 1932 by Thomas Dorsey, a well-known 
gospel and blues singer in the USA.  Why did he write 
it? 
 
 
 

 
Dorsey’s spouse, Nettie Harper, was pregnant and was about to 
give birth when he was scheduled for a show in a different city.  
Dorsey didn’t want to leave, but Nettie told him to go.  While he 
was in St. Louis, he received a telegram saying Nettie had died 
giving birth to their son.  The day after he got back to Chicago, his 
son, who seemed to be healthy, died too.  He said, “I buried my 
wife and son in the same casket.” 
 
In his story, he told how he “became very despondent and filled with grief.”  He 
became angry at God, feeling that God had done him an injustice.  During this time, 
he went to visit a Professor friend at a music school.  They walked around the 
campus, eventually winding up in one of the music rooms. Dorsey sat at one of the 
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pianos and began to improvise on the keyboard. Suddenly, he was playing a melody 
that he hadn’t played before that time. As he played, he began to say, ‘Blessed Lord, 
blessed Lord.  His friend said, ‘Why don’t you make that precious Lord?’ From there, 
the words fell into place: ‘Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand.’” 
https://www.staugustine.com/article/20141106/LIFESTYLE/311069943 
 
After years of reflecting on the tragedy of losing his spouse and child, he wrote: “As 
the Lord gave me these words and melody, he also healed my spirit. I learned that, 
when we are in our deepest grief when we feel farthest from God this is when he is 
closest and when we are most open to God's restoring power.” 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=SYIrIzhnrEMC&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&dq=when+we+are+in+our+deepest+grief+when+we+feel+farthest+from+God+this+is+when+God+is+closest&source=bl&ots=
UDdcSguAsK&sig=ACfU3U1t6_rUYBsEoBkxdxT1oQEEvXgERg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88-
mot4DmAhVBqZ4KHXFhDYcQ6AEwA3oECAgQAg#v=onepage&q=when%20we%20are%20in%20our%20deepest%20grief%20when%20we%20feel%20farthest%20from%20God%20this%20is%20when%
20God%20is%20closest&f=false  

 
Today is Eternity Sunday.  It’s the last Sunday in the Church year, a day when we not 
only face the truth of our own mortality, but we remember our dear ones who have 
died, when we light candles and remember our deep losses, when we sing and 
acknowledge our grief and lament.  In the face of profound loss, in the face of 
overwhelming pain, we look to Jesus and to the kingdom that he let loose. We bring 
our grief, our sorrow to Jesus who knows all about agony and abandonment in this 
life. And we do this not just as individuals, but as a community. We carry our 
collective pain to the Christ who was there at the creation of the world, who is among 
us today, and who will be with us in all our days, however long they may be. 
 
The reason we can say Christ is among us today and will be with us in all our days is 
because of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  Eternity Sunday turns our attention 
to the reality of death in our community, and it points us to the hope that we have in 
Jesus Christ. We come together to say, Yes, we grieve, but we do not grieve as those 
who have no hope (I Thessalonians 4:13). We believe that Jesus conquered the power 
of death by being raised from the dead, and that we will see Jesus again after our 
bodies die.  
 
Today, let’s direct our attention to the basis of our hope—to the resurrection of 
Jesus.  We are a Resurrection people.  Even though we grieve, we have placed our 
hope in the God “who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist.” (Romans 4:17) 
 
In our scripture reading, Paul writes to the church in Corinth.  He reminds them of the 
essentials of the Christian faith he passed on to them—that Christ lived, died, was 
buried, and was raised from the dead, and then appeared to many different people.  

https://www.staugustine.com/article/20141106/LIFESTYLE/311069943
https://books.google.ca/books?id=SYIrIzhnrEMC&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&dq=when+we+are+in+our+deepest+grief+when+we+feel+farthest+from+God+this+is+when+God+is+closest&source=bl&ots=UDdcSguAsK&sig=ACfU3U1t6_rUYBsEoBkxdxT1oQEEvXgERg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88-mot4DmAhVBqZ4KHXFhDYcQ6AEwA3oECAgQAg#v=onepage&q=when%20we%20are%20in%20our%20deepest%20grief%20when%20we%20feel%20farthest%20from%20God%20this%20is%20when%20God%20is%20closest&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=SYIrIzhnrEMC&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&dq=when+we+are+in+our+deepest+grief+when+we+feel+farthest+from+God+this+is+when+God+is+closest&source=bl&ots=UDdcSguAsK&sig=ACfU3U1t6_rUYBsEoBkxdxT1oQEEvXgERg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88-mot4DmAhVBqZ4KHXFhDYcQ6AEwA3oECAgQAg#v=onepage&q=when%20we%20are%20in%20our%20deepest%20grief%20when%20we%20feel%20farthest%20from%20God%20this%20is%20when%20God%20is%20closest&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=SYIrIzhnrEMC&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&dq=when+we+are+in+our+deepest+grief+when+we+feel+farthest+from+God+this+is+when+God+is+closest&source=bl&ots=UDdcSguAsK&sig=ACfU3U1t6_rUYBsEoBkxdxT1oQEEvXgERg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88-mot4DmAhVBqZ4KHXFhDYcQ6AEwA3oECAgQAg#v=onepage&q=when%20we%20are%20in%20our%20deepest%20grief%20when%20we%20feel%20farthest%20from%20God%20this%20is%20when%20God%20is%20closest&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=SYIrIzhnrEMC&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&dq=when+we+are+in+our+deepest+grief+when+we+feel+farthest+from+God+this+is+when+God+is+closest&source=bl&ots=UDdcSguAsK&sig=ACfU3U1t6_rUYBsEoBkxdxT1oQEEvXgERg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88-mot4DmAhVBqZ4KHXFhDYcQ6AEwA3oECAgQAg#v=onepage&q=when%20we%20are%20in%20our%20deepest%20grief%20when%20we%20feel%20farthest%20from%20God%20this%20is%20when%20God%20is%20closest&f=false
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The resurrection is the essential of NT faith.  And this is what we hold on to on our 
journeys of faith.  
 
This morning, I want to explore four points about what the resurrection means for us 
and our world. 
  
First, the resurrection shows the evil powers of this world have been defeated.  In 
the painful, public, shameful execution of Jesus, the political and religious authorities 
thought they had ended the problem of Jesus and the movement he ushered in. After 
all, what’s more final than putting someone to death? In raising Jesus from the dead 
God not only overturned the verdict on Jesus’ death, but also defeated and 
conquered the powers of evil and death. Jesus has gone before us.  Death no longer 
has dominion.  It has lost its sting.  History has changed.  History is not just a set of 
random unrelated events.  Rather, history has a purpose and a goal because of the 
resurrection.  The resurrection is a concrete sign of the goal God has set for creation 
and history.  The goal is of a new heaven and a new earth.  With the resurrection, a 
new era begun. 
 
Some of you are old enough to remember where you were in May 1945. This was 
when Germany surrendered, ending WW2.  I remember where I was on September 
11, 2001, when I received a phone call from a colleague in the USA saying the US was 
under attack.  I also remember exactly where I was in October 2001 when I received a 
phone call saying my father had died.  We all remember important dates that 
changed our lives and the world.   
 
These dates are all significant, of course.  But for Christians, the most important date 
in our collective memory is when over 2000 years ago a young carpenter from 
Nazareth was hung on a cross, died, was buried, and was raised from the dead.  

 
The resurrection was a game changer in global history.  While it’s hard to know 
exactly what happened so long ago, we do know that something very profound 
happened.  Frederick Buechner, in his book Listening to your Life, put it this way: 
“Unless something very real took place on that strange, confused [Easter] morning so 
long ago, there would be no Christian faith, no church, no NT.”  The church today, you 
and me, stand as a visible testimony to those witnesses over 2000 years ago.  The 
apostle Paul said much of the same thing in 1 Corinthians: “If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins” (1 Cor 15: 17).  
 
Despite the many failings of the church over the millennia, it has been a positive force 
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in the world.  Look into the history of many educational institutions, hospitals, and 
nursing homes around the world and chances are you will find a church connection.  
Examine many of the social service organisations around the city—the Food Bank, 
Friendship Centre, John Howard Society, Micah Mission, and so on, and chances are 
you will find a church connection.  Christians have been at the forefront 
peacebuilding, restorative justice, fair trade, poverty alleviation—and one could on—
around the world. 
 
And despite the many failings of the church over the millennia, it has also been a 
nuisance for worldly powers.  The early church was a nuisance for the Roman Empire 
because it welcomed everyone—Jew, Gentile, slave and free, men and women, and 
told them that in Christ they were a new creation.  They upset the norms of society 
and were often persecuted for it.  The church is a nuisance today when it reminds 
governments around the world of its responsibilities to implement policies and 
programmes for the poor, weak and marginalized in society. 
 
Because of the resurrection, we believe the world can change, that God can turn evil 
into good, that God can bring into existence the things that don’t exist.  This is why 
Christians have been and continue to make positive contributions, continue to be a 
nuisance to worldly powers. 
 
Second, the resurrection teaches us that God loves creation. The earth, the 
biosphere, the countless plants and animals all created good and are valued by God.  
As human beings are part of creation, our minds, our bodies, and our spirits are all 
wonderfully made. Each of us is precious to God.  God destined each of us to be in 
communion with God.  We are important; everyone we meet also has cosmic 
significance.  There are no unimportant people.  All are incredible in God’s eyes.  
Everyone bears God’s image. 
 
Third—and this is related to my point about the goodness of creation—because we 
matter to God, God promises to raise us from the dead.  Now, there are many 
perspectives of what happens to us after death.   
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Some believe that nothing happens after 
death.  Like insects and oak trees and like 
sparrows and sea coral, some think humans 
live out their life spans and then simply cease 
to be.  We die and that’s it. 
 
 
 

 
Others believe in Reincarnation. Natural life is 
cyclical—day fades into night and turns back into day 
as the sun rises. One season gradually gives way to the 
next.  So, all life is cyclical.  Souls of animals, plants, 
insects, and humans live, die, and are reborn in new 
lives.  Our soul is immortal and continues to live on in 
the cycle of reincarnation.  Good or bad deeds have a 
bearing on a soul’s next life. 
 
 

 
Still others, including many 
Christians, believe in the immortality 
of the Soul. They say our bodies are 
mortal but our soul is immortal.   They 
say when we die, our soul, this divine 
spark within each of us, is released to 
travel up to heaven to be reunited 
with its source: God.  Inherent in this 
view is negative understanding of 
creation, including our physical 
bodies.  People who hold this view 
think that we don’t need to be 
concerned about this world because 

it’s evil.  Our primary focus is to leave this evil world and get to heaven.  Salvation is 
having our souls fit for heaven.  People who hold this view think that stewardship, 
caring for the earth, ecology, climate change, are of no concern for believers. This is 
not the resurrection faith of the NT, but is thinking rooted in Greek philosophy. 
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As Christians, we believe in the resurrection of the body. In the Apostles Creed, the 
first statement of the church after the writing of the NT, expressed our resurrection 
faith this way: “I believe in . . . the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.”  
Human beings are created by the living God and have life only as a gift from God. The 
book of Genesis pictures this act of creation in this way: “Then the Lord God formed 
man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). Therefore, humans are not immortal 
souls trapped in fleshly bodies. Rather, humans are made from dust and given the 
life-giving breath of God. Humans don’t have bodies; we are embodied. When we die, 
everything about us dies, and if there is to be any life after death, it will come only if 
God raises us from the dead—raises the whole embodied human being. 
 
The resurrection is the bedrock of the Christian story, the defining test of our faith.  
We can point to the one experience of encountering the One who was dead and then 
raised, namely, Jesus himself. Without the resurrection, Jesus would have been 
another Jewish rebel crucified for his insubordination to the Roman Empire. 
  
There is a large section in 1 Corinthians that we didn’t read where Paul tries to 
unpack what exactly the resurrection looks like.  It seems to me, at least, that when 
you read the text carefully, you get the sense that Paul is struggling to find the right 
words to convey what he means when he talks about the resurrection.  None of us 
has died, gone to the other side, and come back, so we don’t have personal 
experience with the resurrection.  We do have gospel stories which bear witness to 
how this carpenter from Nazareth was dead and buried, but was raised from the 
dead.  He encountered people too.  Christian faith affirms the resurrection of the 
body: God created us.  Our bodies are very good.  Somehow God will remake our 
bodies into the way God intended them to be. 
 
Finally, Resurrection means that death can’t defeat us.  What we can say as 
Christians is that even when we are at the end of our resources, our abilities—that 
God is never at the end of God’s resources.  When we face death, God says, I’m on 
the other side of death.  I’ve gone before you.  Our relationship with God isn’t 
exhausted by the end of our life here on earth, but it continues.  There is a new 
horizon beyond this life.  Just as God raised Jesus from the dead, so too will God bring 
us to life, bring our loved ones to life out of death.  When we can affirm that, then 
some of our fears, anxieties of death can fade away. 
 
In his book, Our Greatest Gift: Meditations on Death and Dying, Henri Nouwen wrote: 
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The resurrection is God’s way of revealing to us that nothing that belongs to 
God will ever go to waste. 
  

What belongs to God will never go to waste. The risen Jesus reveals that God’s love 
for us, our love for one another, our love for those who lived before us and for those 
who will live after us, is not just a quickly passing experience but an eternal reality. 
 
This is how personal the resurrection experience is.  Your love for those who 
preceded you, those we remembered earlier, your love for those who will out-live 
you—your great grandchildren, grandchildren and children, friends, and so on—these 
aren’t just passing temporary experiences limited by your own mortality.  This kind of 
love is eternal.  This kind of love is taken up into the very heart of God, unshakable, 
unmovable—forever.  
 
Because of the resurrection, we can live resurrection lives, be a resurrection people 
by caring for the world, embodying, carrying, and bearing the blessed hope of God in 
the world. I don’t know how God will take all of our art, music, poems, sermons, our 
small acts of faithfulness, our political action, our daily work, pastoral care and weave 
them into the tapestry of the new creation.  We don’t know.  I trust in the One who 
makes promises—the resurrection is the expression of God’s eternal faithfulness.  
God will, at some point, gather everything up and transform it into God’s new 
creation. 


