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1 December 2019 
Advent 1, Waiting for Peace 
Isaiah 2:2-5; Romans 13:11-14 
First Mennonite Church 
 
We spend much of our life 
waiting. We wait at a red 
light, wait for a loved one 
to return home, or wait to 
get word on an important 
diagnosis.  We wait for the 
worship service to begin—
and sometimes, 
depending on the service, 
can’t wait for it to end!  
Couples wait for their 
baby to be born, and 
sometimes we must wait 
in Palliative Care for a 
loved-one to die.   
 
Advent is a season in 
which we are caught 
between our current 
reality, which is often 
violent and dark, with 
promises of peace and 

light.  We are in the season where we wait for God’s promise to be fulfilled.  
 
And the spiritual discipline of this season puts the church at odds with our 
contemporary culture.  Our culture is preparing for a holiday season of bright lights, 
celebrations, busy activities, and fatigue. There is little space for spiritual preparation 
which includes quiet reflection, questioning, and wondering.  This spiritual 
preparation is important for it will transform us, allowing us to more clearly see, 
experience, and listen for God’s coming among us, giving us greater clarity about 
where God is moving in our world. It’s hard to wait and prepare to see God’s advent 
among us when holiday jingles blare from every speaker and when endless messages 
remind us to consume more and more.   
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Yet ironically, this experience of being 
out of sync with our surroundings may 
attune us more deeply to the nature of 
Advent.  In Advent, we live in the 
unsettling tension between what is and 
what will be. 
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke to a community 
that was acutely aware of this tension. 
The Jewish people were in crisis. The 
Assyrians, a new super power from the 
east, was beginning to expand its empire, 
and so the Jewish people felt very 
threatened, very insecure.  How could 
they possibly live out Isaiah’s vision when 
all was not right in the world, when there was so much uncertainty, fear and 
violence? 
 

Isaiah the prophet reminds us how God’s 
people are to wait for God to act.  In 2:2-4, 
Isaiah paints a picture of what God will do in 
the future, in the days to come.  In the days to 
come the mountain of the Lord's House shall 
be established as the highest mountains...  
Isaiah goes on to describe how the nations will 
stream to this mountain, to the house of the 
Lord, to learn God's ways.  The result will be a 
world of justice and peace, where swords will 
be turned into ploughshares and the spears 

into pruning hooks, for nation shall not lift up swords against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 
 
This is as far as people usually quote the famous passage, but the prophet goes on 
saying, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  This often-omitted verse 
completes the message.  The prophet paints a glorious picture of a world pervaded 
by God's justice and peace, says that it lies in the distant future, “in the days to 
come.”  But for Jacob or Israel, this distant future is to begin NOW as if this future is 
already upon us.  “O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”   
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As we move into Advent, most of us can't help but admit that all is not right with the 
world. The things that aren’t right might be our internal emotions, might be in certain 
relationships with friends or family, might be with the church, or our 
neighbourhoods. We all look at our wider world and definitely see things that aren’t 
right—terrorist attacks in London England, shootings in the USA, violence in the 
Middle East, Hong Kong, and many other places, political bickering, or climate 
change.  How can we possibly live out Isaiah’s vision when all is not right in the world, 
when there is so much uncertainty, fear and violence? 
 
Isaiah tells us to wait for the day when all people will gather together before God's 
presence to learn and live in God's ways.  Can we imagine a world where Mennonites 
are no longer divided into different splintered groups?  Can we imagine a world 
where Christians are no longer divided by denominational labels?  Can we imagine a 
world where all kinds of people stand together in God's holy presence, learning God's 
ways?  Can we imagine a world where God—and not the most influential and 
powerful—brings justice to all peoples and arbitrates the differences between 
nations? Can we imagine a world where all people can have access to clean water, 
food and healthcare?  Can we imagine a world where weapons of war are converted 
into household appliances?  Can we imagine such a world? Or is a world, such as 
Isaiah envisions, just a pipe dream, a bunch of idealistic, head-in-the-clouds thinking 
that will never touch down on the hard reality of life where you and I live? 

 
Maybe we need to see the world through the eyes of a 
prophet. There are two points I wish to make here.  First, 
according to Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann, 
the role of the prophet is “to nurture, nourish, and evoke 
a consciousness and perception alternative to the 
consciousness and perception of the dominant culture 
around us.1  In other words, prophets help us see those 
things our culture and world have blinded us from seeing 
and have made unimaginable. If Brueggemann is right, 
then our world, our culture, our society, has constricted 
our vision, blurred the earthly possibilities of seeing a 
world of peace and justice. 
 

Second, Christians must be clear that we are waiting for God’s future, not our own.  
Walking in the light of the Lord doesn’t mean working harder, engaging in more 
activities so that we can bring peace to this world.  Oh no.  The future era of peace 

 
1 The Prophetic Imagination Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978 



4 
 

Isaiah is talking about isn’t what we are going to do.  The future Isaiah invites us to 
wait for is God’s future—the future that God has already set for creation and 
history. It's a vision of a new heaven and a new earth that God has revealed in the 
Bible.  As we wait for God to bring this about, our task is to ask ourselves whether 
our hearts, our minds, our lives, our activities as Christians and our community are in 
sync with the goal God has already set for creation and history. 
 
What are we waiting for this Advent season?  Are we not waiting for the coming of 
the Messiah, that little baby in Bethlehem?  The angels announced, Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!  And on 
earth peace…Isn’t this precisely what we are waiting for during Advent?  For the one 
who will come to bring peace to our earth?   
 
In the book of Romans, Paul reminds us of what time it is—that salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  We 
often think of waiting as a passive activity—but here in Romans, Christians are called 
to engagement with the world, getting our hands dirty, loving our enemies, creating 
the conditions where God can work to bring peace. 
 
When you look at the stories of Jesus, you see a person who practically lived out the 
words presented by Isaiah.  I think of Jesus healing the centurion’s servant, Peter’s 
mother-in law, and the two blind me.  I think of how Jesus healed the lepers so that 
they could return and live with their families; and the many other stories we find in 
the gospels. In all of these stories, Jesus is living out God’s future by restoring broken 
relationships, and transforming something bad into something good. 
 
After more than 2000 years, we continue to wait for God to bring about a new 
heaven and new earth where the earth will be overflowing with peace, wholeness, 
and justice.  How do we wait for peace?  How do we prepare our hearts, our minds, 
our lives, our activities to be in sync with the goal God has already set for creation 
and history? 
 
First.  As I mentioned earlier, waiting for God’s advent among us and our world 
require spiritual preparation which includes quiet reflection, questioning, and 
wondering.  This spiritual preparation is vitally important for it will transform us, 
allowing us to more clearly see, experience, and listen for God’s coming among us, 
giving us greater clarity about where God is moving in our world.  
 
Second, it’s important for us to translate the Advent hope into smaller manageable 
and graspable pieces in practical ways in our settings and in our time.  We can do this 
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in a variety of ways.  For example, we do it by advocating, praying, and creating the 
space where God can bring peace.  We can do it by working at Christian unity, by 
advocating for justice and speaking up when there is injustice. We can learn to sing 
new songs, songs treasured by other groups.  We can learn to eat new foods, food 
treasured by other groups. 
 
Kathi and I got to know Kate in Asia.  She went to Asia as a MCCer where she taught 
English at a university.  While she was teaching at the school, she tried to encourage 
more fellowship on campus by hosting several cooking groups with students. She’d 
invite a group of students to her apartment to cook a meal.  Sometimes her students 

would teach her how to 
cook foods from their 
hometowns, and 
sometimes she would teach 
them how to make food 
from other countries. 
 
Kate had experience 
making food from other 
countries.  As she was 
growing up her parents 
tried to teach her about 
peace.  One of the ways 
they did it was through 
food.  How?  Whenever 
their country, the US, was 

in conflict with another country, the family would prepare and eat food from the 
country with which the United States was in conflict.  Sometimes, her family would 
eat food from Iran, then North Korea, or Cuba, Venezuela, or Afghanistan. 
 
You see, eating food from other cultures, treasured by other people, can take us out 
of ourselves and help us better understand other people and cultures. By eating the 
food from other places, we can also begin to empathize with others.  Sometime ago, I 
read an article where Israeli and Palestinian mothers became friends through the 
sharing of family recipes. 
 
One time, the country she was teaching in became involved in a very public war of 
words with another country.  She noticed students said bad things about the other 
country.  So, when one of her cooking groups came over, they made some food from 
the country they were in conflict with, and talked about the people and the culture 
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behind the food they were eating.  In a very small way, Kate created the conditions 
where God could work. 
 
If you want to see God coming among us, then you must wait.  You must prepare.  
Always, you must get rid of the things which bind and hinder you. 
 
This same God who allowed Isaiah to glimpse the nations beating swords into 
plowshare and spears into pruning hooks is the same God who can act in us, through 
us, and beyond us.  God’s Spirit is with us.  Is God inviting us to do obedient things we 
have not yet done, kingdom things we did not think we had in us, neighbourly things 
from which we cringe?  The question for us this Advent season, is are we alert 
enough to perceive it, spiritually prepared to see and hear them?   
 
 


