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Isaiah 49:8-16a, Luke 15:1-10  
God is a woman searching for her coin 
First Mennonite Church 
 
We see the majestic mysterious 
God of the universe through a 
glass darkly.  We couldn't survive 
the full-faced radiation blast of 
God's glory.  No one looks 
directly on God and lives (Exodus 
33:20).  But we seek and see 
indirectly wonderful glimpses of 
divine light, and we speak about 
God as best we can in our own 
limited language and experience.  
We know God is not us, but we 
sense deep in our souls that 
we've been created enough like 
God—in God's image—to relate 
to God, however imperfectly as 
our divine father, mother, guide, 
healer, friend and so on.  Scholars call this anthropomorphic language—human 
figurative language for God.  Our humble imperfect images and metaphors for God. 
 
What is your dominant metaphor for God?  If funerals are any indication, then 
perhaps no image has proven more meaningful to more people than the psalmist 
classic confession, “the Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.” Psalm 23 is the most 

popular passage of scripture read at funerals.  
Though I remember those 
classic SS pictures of Jesus as a 
Shepherd, memorizing the KJV 
of Psalm 23 when I was a child, 
and attending the 
Congregation of the Good 

Shepherd when I lived in Beijing, I’ll admit my inability to fully 
appreciate this metaphor for God for the simple reason that 
I’ve had virtually no connection or experience with actual living 
shepherds and sheep.  There were no shepherds or sheep in S. 
Manitoba where I grew up!   
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Yet, I have two tenuous connections to 
sheep. I received a wool sweater from 
my grandma once.  Second, when the 
Sudermans lived in China, we loved to 
go to Muslim-run restaurants and eat 
some delicious spicy cumin-laced lamb 
kabobs.  My only contact with 
shepherds was also in China.  I 
remember seeing some young lads 
sitting on a hill looking totally bored as 

sheep grazed around them.  Do these experiences help me to understand more 
fully, the Lord is my shepherd?  I don’t think so.  
 
And my practical shepherding knowledge comes from the movie Babe, which skews 
things a bit, since Babe is a pig who thinks he's a sheep dog.  If you’ve never 
watched this movie, you should.  Even though the 
metaphor of shepherd is prominent in the Bible, it’s 
not one that resonates with me.  Contrast that with 
funerals where the metaphor of the Lord is my 
shepherd is woven tightly and thickly in the fabric of 
many peoples’ faith.  
You don’t have to read much of the Bible to discover 
that it was an important metaphor for Jesus too!  
Several times Jesus punctuated his teaching with 
pastoral or shepherding imagery as in his parable of 
the lost sheep featuring the shepherd’s search and 
rescue mission of a single sheep who'd wandered 
away from the flock.  In Luke 15 this parable is not a 
stand-alone story, but rather part of a trio of 
parables all depicting, from different angles and 
with different metaphors, God seeking and saving a 
single valuable lost object.  The first features God as shepherd recovering one lost 
animal, one wayward sheep out of a hundred.  The second shifts to God as a 
woman, sweeping the house in a frantic search to find one missing coin from a 10-
piece set.  And the third presents God as a Father longing for and welcoming back 
the younger of two sons who had run away from home to a foreign, unforgiving 
land.   
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Of course, this last lengthy story is the most familiar.  We usually call it the parable 
of the prodigal son, but it could just as easily be labelled the parable of the gracious 
father.  We are not focussing on that passage today nor on the shepherd who leaves 
the 99 sheep and searches for the lost one, but rather on this second, short, lesser 
known parable of the woman housekeeper.  Doing so gives us a chance to explore 
more fully what this female metaphor reveals about the majestic mysterious God. 
 
Just to recap, Jesus told these three parables of the shepherd leaving the 99 sheep 
in order to search for the lost one, the woman searching for a lost coin, and the 
parable of the prodigal son/gracious father, because the Pharisees and scribes were 
upset that he ate and visited with tax collectors and sinners.   
 
Tax collectors, by the way, were hated by people because they often abused their 
position by collecting more taxes than they needed to. Sinners?  Sinners weren't 
folks who had a bad reputation for sleeping in on Sunday and missing church.  No.  
Sinners were those who had violated the Mosaic law, and were excluded from the 
synagogue.  Excommunicated. 
 
The tax collectors and the sinners were social outcasts, morally and spiritually 
unclean and unrighteous.  And Jesus was eating with them...is it any wonder that 
the Pharisees and scribes grumbled? 
 
In response, Jesus told them three parables about God—God as a shepherd who 
searches for one lost sheep, God as a woman who searches for her lost coin, and 
God as a Father who welcomes home his lost son.  Here in our second parable, 
Jesus shifts the focus from a male shepherd retrieving a lost sheep to a female 
house-keeper retrieving a lost coin.  But he’s still addressing those male scribes and 
Pharisee, teachers of the Jewish faith.  So what point is Jesus wanting to press on 
these guys with this woman's story?  Religious leaders throughout the gospels never 
criticized Jesus for ministering to women or accepting them among his followers.  
Now, to be sure, at the end of Luke 7, there's one Pharisee named Simon who does 
question Jesus’ interaction with an unnamed sinner woman.  But that has less to do 
with her gender then her past behaviour.  Jesus’ critics challenge his consorting with 
notorious sinners, as we've already said.  Male or female but mostly male, like the 
tax collectors he seems to spend an inordinate amount of time with.  In any case, 
the woman housekeeper in Jesus's parable is no sinner.  She's as conventional as 
they come, cleaning her house, pinching pennies, and rejoicing with her women 
friends and neighbours when she finds her lost coin.   
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Luke often pairs male and female stories demonstrating gender-inclusiveness in the 
Jesus community, and that’s an important emphasis.  But again the main point of 
these lost parables has to do more with God.  By sandwiching the woman 
housekeeper between the shepherd and the father, Luke's Jesus radically expands 
the scribe and Pharisees and our understanding of God as seeker and saviour of the 
lost. God is Shepard and father are familiar theological metaphors, easily absorbed 
by the religious authorities who regard themselves as shepherds and patriarchs of 
God's people.   
 
But what does God have to do with a poor woman housekeeper scraping and 
scrounging to find one missing coin out of that 10-piece set?   Before I answer that, 
I’ll give you a bit of background to some of the cultural realities back in Bible times. 
 

Please don't assume that the woman losing a coin was 
the same as you or I losing a nickel or a dime.  In those 
days, coins were not as plentiful as they are today.  A 
large village was almost self-supporting, making its own 
cloth for clothing and growing its own food.  Cash was 
scarce and precious, so losing a coin was an incredibly 
serious and sad event.  Also, this lost coin was part of a 
10-piece set.  Perhaps, the lost coin was part of a 
necklace.  Back in Bible days woman also decorated 
themselves with jewelry which, as today, was valued for 
its beauty and for the status it gave to its owner. If this 
lost coin was from a necklace of coins, then not only was 
the beauty of the necklace destroyed, but so was its 
monetary value.  So, finding that lost coin was of utmost 
importance. 
 

Jesus breaks down the woman’s search operation into three parts: One, she lights a 
lamp.  Two, she sweeps the house.  Three, she searches carefully, diligently, and 
intently until she finds that coin.   
 
So back to my question about what does this story of a woman housekeeper tell us 
about God?  Plenty. 
 
First, Jesus dares to claim that this woman embodies the seeking, saving work of 
God as surely as the shepherd in the first parable and the father in the third one.  
She may lack the muscle of the shepherd who is able to carry a 70-100 kilo sheep on 
his shoulders and money of the father in the third parable, but she will not be 
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outdone in her indomitable quest, her tenaciousness, her lazar-focus at tracking 
down and reclaiming what's hers. More than the Shepherd or the Father, she 
exemplifies a picture of God who will not rest or sleep until she lays hold of her 
own.  She has as much to teach male authorities about Divine Ministry as any 
shepherd or father or king or warrior or any other macho image of God. 
 
How does this description of God resonate with you? 
 
Second, the woman searching for her lost coin paints a picture of God who is 
revealed in the most the ordinary and everyday place—the home!  There are times 
when we think that in order to encounter God we must go to a peaceful lake, out 
into the forest, on to a high mountain, or walk the streets in Jerusalem.  This parable 
of the woman suggests that you can see God, if you have the eyes to see, God right 
in your home!  Maybe you’ll catch a glimpse of God, like I did, when, some years 
ago, I misplaced my mobile phone and turned the house upside down to find it.  
Maybe you’ll catch a glimpse of God when someone is on their hands and knees 
desperately searching for a wedding ring that fell on the floor and rolled to who 
knows where!  Maybe you’ll catch a glimpse of God, like I did many years ago, when 
our youngest son Jesse, who was not even two, wandered away from Kathi’s side as 
she was outside in the yard.  Her and I ran panic-stricken all over Aberdeen in a 
frantic and desperate search for Jesse. And when we finally found him, we gathered 
him up in our arms and held him tight!  Just like the woman who found her lost coin 
celebrated, Kathi and I too, celebrated!  This metaphor of God as a woman, maybe 
with her skirt tucked up, desperately sweeping and searching for her lost coin, is 
deeply rooted in my heart and mind because of that one ordinary—turned 
desperate day—years ago.   
 
How does this description of God resonate with you? 
 
That Jesus would say, God is like a woman who searched in desperation for a coin 
would have been challenging for the ears of the male religious leaders.  In the 
previous parable about the lost sheep and the shepherd, Jesus puts the Pharisees 
and the scribes in the position of the shepherd when he says,  which one of you, 
gentlemen having a hundred sheep… Putting them in the position of a shepherd, 
identifying them with shepherds who were lower-class and far below these teachers 
professional status.  In a similar way, Jesus puts the religious leaders in the position 
of the woman in the second parable, when he says, Or what woman having ten 
silver coins… Comparing the woman with the religious leaders would have raised 
eyebrows as a woman’s social and professional status was also far below theirs. 
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I think many of us today aren’t used to thinking about God, describing God, in 
female terms either.  Some of us might even take offense, even though Jesus has no 
problem describing God as a woman who searches for a lost coin.   
 
We are much more comfortable hearing God described as a shepherd, king, or a 
heavenly father.  These are the metaphors we've heard spoken and sung since we 
were children. I’m not saying we shouldn’t use metaphors of God as shepherd, king 
or father.  These are wonderful metaphors—biblical metaphors—that we should 
continue to use.  But, there are also so many other rich metaphors in the Bible that 
describe God. We should use them and incorporate them into our faith, too! 
 
The Bible’s inclusion of so many metaphors for God is both an invitation and a 
caution. The invitation is to discovery: discovery of who God is, and what our 
relationship with God might become. The caution is against assuming that any one 
image of God, whatever truth it holds, adequately describes God.  In other words, if 
we only use a few metaphors, we run the danger of truncating, narrowing our 
understanding of God.  For example, in Deuteronomy 32—we find a layer cake of 
metaphors for God: God is identified as a father “who created you,” and as the 
“Rock that bore you . . . and a feminine metaphor of God who gave you birth.  I 
think the Bible’s habit of stacking many different metaphors for God on top of one 
another, like a layer cake, is very important.  We are reminded that we cannot 
wholly locate God within any one image or metaphor. We can’t pin God down, put 
God into a nice and neat box.  Any metaphor, whether they describe God as a man, 
a woman, an animal or mineral aren’t literal descriptions of who God is and what 
God is like.  They are poetic.  It’s astounding for me to think or image God as a rock 
giving birth!  It messes with my brain!! 
 
None of these images—rock, shepherd, king—captures the whole of God because, 
as Benjamin Myers, an English writer and journalist puts it, “God is too full, too 
communicative, too bright and piercing” to be easily spoken of. 
 
So, there is nothing wrong in thinking of God as having female qualities.  Isaiah 
66:13 says, “As a mother comforts a child, so I (that's God) will comfort you...”  
When the people of Israel were in despair, claiming that God had forsaken them, 
Isaiah looked for some way to say that God still cared.  Isaiah quoted God as saying, 
“Can a woman forget her nursing child or show no compassion for the child of her 
womb?  So I (that's God) will not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15).   
 
We think of God, can only talk about God, in metaphorical language.  Because God is 
so big, so wide, so deep, so much beyond us, all we can do is to describe God in 
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ways that we can understand.  The words or phrases we use to describe God only 
scratch the surface of our knowledge and comprehension of who God is and what 
God is like. 
 
And some of these metaphors or images will be less useful than others.  To talk of 
God as shepherd may shock the cowboy in us.  Or mean little to people like me 
whose only contact with sheep is the wool sweater I got from my grandma or the 
lamb kabobs I ate in China.  We shouldn't get edgy and nervous when we talk of 
God as a woman.  After all, we don’t cringe or take offense… 

• When God is called a mineral...the Rock of our salvation (Psalm 62:2,6) 
• When God is referred to as an animal...a mother bear robbed of her cubs 

(Hosea 13:8) 
• When God is described as a bird...a hen who gathers her chicks under her 

wings (Matthew 23:37, Luke 13:34) or a soaring eagle or vulture (Isaiah 40: 
31, Deuteronomy 32:11). 

 
That Jesus used this image of God as a woman who searches for her lost coin shows 
that Jesus was not beyond using a wide variety of vivid images and metaphors to get 
his message across.  Because the only way for us to meaningfully think about God 
and talk about God is through metaphors.  So, the more metaphors we use, the 
better.   
 
However little or much progress we've made in our journeys of faith, we all are still 
prone to wander Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the God I love as the hymn intones.  
But God never leaves or forsakes us.  However lost you might feel today, for 
whatever reason, receive this good news with joyous hope of recovery and 
restoration.  God is a woman who tirelessly, endlessly searches and searches and 
searches for her lost people, and when she finds them, throws the biggest, most 
joyous and celebratory party that heaven has ever seen.  Amen 


